Australia’s Best-known Natural Landmark
Uluru http://www.australien-links.ch/ Wikimedia Commons

An ancient monolith

What is the name of this famous rock?
It actually has two names.
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• Uluru is the Aboriginal and official name.
• Ayers Rock is the English name it was known by non
Aboriginal people for over 200 years. It was named
Ayers Rock by William Gosse in 1873 after Sir Henry
Ayers.
• Ayers Rock changed its name back to the Aboriginal
name in 1995.

Where is Uluru?

• Uluru lies west of the Simpson Desert
• Near the ‘Red Centre’ of Australia
• About 335kms southwest of Alice Springs
• 463kms by road from Alice Springs

How Big Is Uluru?
• 348 metres high
• 3.6 km long
• 1.9 km wide
• 9.4 km circumference around the base
• Covers 3.33 km2
• Goes underground about 2.5 km
• 862.5 metres above sea level
• The climb to the top is 1.6km
• Uluru is not the biggest monolith in the world.
Mount Augustus in Western Australia is.

How old is Uluru?
Olgas Wikimedia Commons Christian Mehlführer

• This monolith is over 600 million years old.
• Aborigines have lived in the area for 10,000 years.
• Once Uluru was at the bottom of the sea, today it
stands 348m above ground.
• Kata Tjuta and Uluru used to be one massive
monolith but now they are 36 separate domes.

What does Uluru look like?
The sides are mostly very steep but the top is mostly flat.
The surface is made of valleys, ridges, and caves that were
created by erosion over millions of years.
The red – orange colour of Uluru is caused by oxidation of
the iron in the rock. Without this it would just be plain grey
and not nearly as impressive.

Who Owns Uluru?

• In 1950 ‘Ayers Rock-Mount Olga National Park’ was
formed
• The name changed in 1995 to ‘Uluru-Kata Tjuta
National Park’
• The Aboriginals own the land and the Australian
government currently holds a 99-year lease of the land

Aboriginal Beliefs about Uluru
• To the Aboriginal people Uluru is a very sacred
place and all parts of it have stories linked to the
Dreamtime.
• The Dreamtime is the Aboriginal understanding of
the world, of its creation, and its great stories. The
Dreamtime is the beginning of knowledge, from
which came the laws of existence.

ABORIGINAL DREAMTIME
The land owns us; we don’t own the
land.
The land owns us; we don’t own the
land.
We are part of the land.
From the time we are children we
learn the songs and stories about the
land.
For thousands of years, these songs
and stories have been part of the
people’s oral tradition and beliefs.

Aboriginal Dreamtime

Uluru and Tourism
Since the park was listed as a World Heritage Site,
annual visitor numbers has risen dramatically.
Increased tourism provides regional and national
economic benefits. It also presents an ongoing
challenge to balance conservation of cultural values
and visitors’ needs.

Aboriginal Tourism
Aboriginal Tourism can be defined as a tourism
activity in which Indigenous people are directly
involved.
Aboriginal tourism describes all tourism businesses
that are owned or operated by natives and offer
cultural experiences that are respectful and true to
the Aboriginal culture.
A tourist visiting an aboriginal cultural tourism site
may experience cultural tourism by looking at and
being involved in local traditions and experiences..
Interpretation is an important aspect of providing the
visitor with a broad understanding of the local
culture.

Uluru and climbing
The local Aṉangu people have never climbed
Uluru because of its great spiritual significance.
They requested that visitors did not climb the
rock, partly due to the path crossing a sacred
traditional Dreamtime track, and also due to a
sense of responsibility for the safety of visitors.

Many visitors, though, continued to climb it until
the ban in October 2019.

